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“When you go home tell them of us and say: For your tomorrow we gave our today”
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1. Austria-Hungary- declared war on Serbia due to the assassination.
2. Serbia- became a participant by Austria-Hungary’s war declaration.
3. Russia- allied to Serbia by their treaty
4. Germany- allied to Austria-Hungary by their treaty
5. France- allied to Russia
6. Britain- allied to France. Since Britain has entered the war, her many colonies have 
became participants, whether with direct military support or financial support.

The triggering event cause of World War I was the 
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the 
Austro-Hungarian throne, in 1914. 
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The Outbreak of War in Europe

http://blsciblogs.baruch.cuny.edu/his1005spring2011/files/2011/03/alliances-300x195.png

http://blsciblogs.baruch.cuny.edu/his1005spring2011/files/2011/03/alliances.png


At the start of 1914, the British Army had:
• 80,000 regular troops

• Six divisions, and
• One Cavalry division, and
• Four divisions overseas 

•14 Territorial Force divisions

Reserve Army
• 300,000 troops

French and German Armies – 70 divisions
Lord Kitchener foresaw a war lasting many years

DIVISION
led by Major General
10 – 14,000 soldiers

BRIGADE led by Brigadier General

BATALLION led by General

ARMY CORPS
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The British Army in 1914
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War 
Heroes 
from the Commonwealth

Recruitment from 
across the Empire



August 1902 – Coronation of Edward VII    June 1911 – Coronation of George V
1919 – WW1 Peace Parades                         May 1937 – Coronation of George VI



© Historic Royal Palaces

History where it happened – the story of the soldiers who have camped on various 
occasion for reasons such as the peace celebration in 1919 to mark the end of the WWI and for 
Edward VIIs coronation in 1902. Focus on life at camp at what the soldiers did and where they 
went. 

The wider impact their presence had on Britain and interest from press and public alike – 
look at how they were presented via images and newspaper articles – some positive and some 
not so much.

Modern day context of how their presence has impacted Britain today – what do we know 
and what don’t we know of this history. Much has not been recorded formally and remains as 
‘family stories’ that are passed down aurally. We are doing this to make a lasting impact for 
future generations and how they relate to world wars history while also changing the ‘common’ 
narrative around this history. Themes of memory identity and belonging will be explored 
through donated objects that we will ask South Asian communities to contribute by having a 
public call out for any objects or stories that they may have that have a link to WWI/II and the 
coronation. 

The Indian Army at the Palace Exhibition
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The INDIAN ARMY 
at the PALACE

Exhibition  - Voice 
Interpretation & Transcripts



In our country (the Punjab) there is great scarcity. The price of maize is 4 chauhas 

and wheat at 3 chauhas per rupee cannot be had. In this calamity there is also the 

misfortune of separation from you. Oh, young men, be careful do not get confused: 

even if you die, show some bravery! one day we all have to die.

Gurmukhi/Punjabi:

The INDIAN ARMY 
at the PALACE

Exhibition 
Voice Interpretation & 
Transcripts



Subedar Mir Dast (Pathon, 55th Coke’s Rifles, attached 57th Rifles, 38) to Subedar Khan 
(57th Rifles, Kohat, NWFP), The Pavilion Hospital Brighton, 12th July 1915                                              
I am in England. I have been twice wounded, once in the left hand, of which two fingers are 
powerless. The other injury is from gas - that is dhua (smoke). I suppose you know about that. 
It gives me great pain and I will go on doing so. The men who come from the row regiment 
have done very well and will do so again. I want your congratulations. I’ve got the Victoria 
Cross. Victoria Cross is a very fine thing, but this gas gives me no rest, it has done for me.

The INDIAN ARMY 
at the PALACE

Exhibition  - Voice 
Interpretation & Transcripts



The INDIAN ARMY 
at the PALACE

East Front Gardens  - 
Standing with Giants and 
the Sikh Soldier Silhouettes
(November only)



Imperial War Museum
© IWM (MH 2601)
Source: 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/hist
ory/major-parkash-singh-vc

8th Punjab 
Regiment Badge 
Image © Avtar S Bahra
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Major Parkash Singh VC

Source: https://aw.my.games/en/news/general/unsung-hero

Universal Carrier in India, February 1942



© Avtar S Bahra
The Bahra Collection
Sikhs In The Army
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Major Parkash Singh VC

8th Punjab 
Regiment Badge 
Image © Avtar S Bahra



“Havildar Parkash Singh's very gallant actions, 
entirely on his own initiative, were an inspiration to 

all ranks both British and Indian.”

Image courtesy of 
Avtar S Bahra - The 
Bahra Collection, 
Sikhs In The Army



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2hIjmwnV98

A fascinating interview with Indian Victoria Cross 
recipient, Major Parkash Singh V.C. 

First shown: 06/08/1985 
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Major Parkash Singh VC



Commonwealth War Memorial Gates
Hyde Park Corner, London
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Major Parkash Singh VC



Source: http://www.memorialstovalour.co.uk/vc640.html
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Major Parkash Singh VC



On 13 September 1944, a beautiful Indian princess lay on the floor 
in a concentration camp in Dachau. She had been brutally tortured 
and shot through the head by an SS guard. Her name was Noor 
Inayat Khan. The Germans knew her only as Nora Baker, a British 
spy.

In fact she was the first woman radio operator to be infiltrated into 
occupied France. She would posthumously be awarded Britain’s 
highest civilian honour, the George Cross and France would bestow 
on her the Croix de Guerre. But on that bleak September day, she 
lay alone.
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Noor Inayat-Khan WWII

https://war-experience.org/lives/noor-inayat-khan-soe/



SOURCE: https://war-experience.org/lives/noor-inayat-khan-soe/

The story of Noor Inayat Khan, descendant of the famous 
seventeenth century Indian ruler, Tipu Sultan, is one of the most 
intriguing and tragic stories of the Second World War.
  
Noor and her American Mother Ora Ray Khan
She was born on 1 January 1914 in a monastery just outside the 
Kremlin in Moscow. Her father was a Sufi preacher, Hazrat Inayat 
Khan, and her mother was an American, Ora Ray Baker

Noor and her American Mother Ora Ray Khan
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Noor Inayat-Khan WWII

https://war-experience.org/wp-content/uploads/Noor005.jpg


https://war-experience.org/lives/noor-inayat-khan-soe/

In a bombed out London, Noor volunteered for the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF). Here 
she was trained as a radio operator, becoming the first batch of women to train in this field.

But while Noor was tapping away at her Morse code, she was being watched by the Special 
Operation Executive (SOE), who were looking out for people with language skills.

The SOE was a crack organisation set up by Churchill to aid the Resistance movements in 
Occupied countries. Their job was sabotage, and providing arms and money to the Resistance.

Noor fitted the bill perfectly. She was fluent in French and knew the area well. She was also a 
trained wireless operator, a job that was in great demand. It was considered one of the most 
dangerous areas in the field.
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Noor Inayat-Khan WWII



Inscription {On the front of the plinth:}
Noor Inayat Khan, 1914 - 1944, GC, MBE, 
Croix de Guerre
Unveiled by HRH The Princess Royal on 8 
November 2012

{On the right of the plinth:}
Noor Inayat Khan was an SOE agent infiltrated 
into occupied France. She was executed at 
Dachau Concentration Camp. Her last word 
was "Liberte".

{On the left of the plinth:}
Noor lived nearby and spent some quiet time 
in this garden.

{On the back of the plinth:}
The Special Operations Executive (SOE) was a 
secret organisation set up by Winston 
Churchill to help resistance movements 
during WWII.

Bust of Noor Inayat Khan, Gordon Sq, London WC1H 0PD
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Noor Inayat-Khan WWII

Installed by the Noor Inayat Khan Memorial Trust
Sculptor Karen Newman



SOURCE: https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/blog/from-sierra-leone-to-the-short-stirling-the-story-of-johnny-smythe/

John Henry Smythe was born in 1915 in Sierra Leone in West Africa.  When 
he was 25, he responded to a call to the colonies from Britain for recruits.  
His high scores in the mathematics tests meant he was selected to train as a 
navigator following initial training as a pilot.

The crew of the 623 Squadron stand in front of a Short Stirling bomber
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Johnny Smythe, WII



“He was transferred to hospital and his wounds treated before he was 
moved to Frankfurt. He was then sent to prisoner-of-war camp Stalag 
Luft I. For his first year in the POW camp, he was the only black 
prisoner. United by their situation, race was no longer an issue. Smythe 
recalled that unless he looked in the mirror, he no longer remembered 
he was black. He spent 18 months imprisoned and woke up one 
morning to find the guards had fled. The war was over. The Soviet army 
arrived on 30 April 1945 and within weeks Johnny was back in Britain. 
He received an MBE for his wartime efforts.”

War Heroes from the Commonwealth

Johnny Smythe, WII

SOURCE: https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/blog/from-sierra-leone-to-the-short-stirling-the-story-of-johnny-smythe/



Many would consider that enough adventure for one lifetime, but that 
wasn’t the end of Johnny’s outstanding career. Eddy recalls his father 
was often ‘in the right place at the right time or sometimes the right place 
at the wrong time. He took advantage of whatever situation he found 
himself in. He was very intelligent, very articulate, very eloquent, very 
charismatic, he had the ability to get along with all different types of 
people.’ After the war he was offered a post with the Colonial Office 
where he was tasked with caring for demobilised Caribbean and African 
airman.
As part of his role with the Colonial Office, Johnny was required to defend 
ex-servicemen in court martial situations and his eloquence and ability to 
carry out research and mount a credible defence would lead to their 
acquittal. A judge he had appeared in front of a couple of times 
suggested that he should consider a law career and wrote him a letter of 
introduction to the Inns of Court. He trained as a barrister and once 
qualified, he returned to Sierra Leone where he initially worked for the 
government, becoming Solicitor General and later attorney general. In this 
capacity he would later meet Attorney General Robert Kennedy in the 
White House. He subsequently set up his own practice and became a 
Queens Counsel.
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Johnny Smythe, WII

SOURCE: https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/blog/from-sierra-leone-to-the-short-stirling-the-story-of-johnny-smythe/



Maharajkumari Indira Kaur Devi, known as Princess Indira, 
was born on 26 February 1912 to Maharaja Paramjit Singh 
and Maharani Brinda of the Princely State of Kapurthala, 
Punjab. 
Image: Indira Devi with her mother and two sisters

Year 8 Sikh Studies: WW1 and WWII and the Sikhs

KINGDOM OF LAHORE &  THE OTHER SIKH STATESKINGDOM OF LAHORE &  THE OTHER SIKH STATES

Maharajkumari Indira Kaur Devi
Britain’s Radio Princess
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Princess Indira arrived in Britain in 
1935 at the age of twenty-three and 
studied at the Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art (RADA) in London. 

KINGDOM OF LAHORE &  THE OTHER SIKH STATESKINGDOM OF LAHORE &  THE OTHER SIKH STATES

Maharajkumari Indira Kaur Devi
Britain’s Radio Princess

However, the difficulties of the film 
industry in the late 1930s, primarily 
due to the onset of World War II, 
meant that Indira did not get her big 
break in the movie business.



512a Nell Gwynn House
Sloane Avenue, Kensington
London, SW3 3AU
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Maharajkumari Indira Kaur Devi
Britain’s Radio Princess

After the outbreak of the Second 
World War, Indira Devi passed the St 
John Ambulance examination and 
drove motor ambulances during air 
raids. 

In 1942, she joined the BBC and 
became known as the ‘Radio 
Princess’, hosting a radio 
programme in Hindi for Indian 
forces stationed in the Middle East 
and the Mediterranean. 

She also presented a programme 
called the 'The Debate continues', a 
weekly report on the proceedings in 
the House of Commons, where she 
was the only woman in the Press 
Gallery.



She was offered a 
permanent contract 
with the Overseas 
Service Division in 
1943 and continued 
to work for the BBC 
until 1968. 

Princess Indira died 
in Ibiza, Spain in 
September 1979.
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Maharajkumari Indira Kaur Devi
Britain’s Radio Princess



Sepoy Fateh Singh

Sepoy Sucha Singh

Sepoy Ujagar Singh

Sepoy Sunder Singh
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Lt John Smyth VC

Sepoy Ganga Singh

Sepoy Naik Mangal Singh

Sepoy Sarain Singh

Sepoy Harnam Singh

Sepoy Sapooran Singh

Sepoy Lal Singh
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Lt John Smyth VC and his Ten Sikh Supermen



www.punjabww1.com



Thank  You

Thank You for the invitation
Questions, Feedback in Chat, Discussion

www.facebook.com/alittlehistoryofthesikhs
Instagram: @alittlehistoryofthesikhs
Twitter: @aLHSikhs
YouTube: A little History of the Sikhs
LinkedIn: A little History of the Sikhs
www.alittlehistoryofthesikhs.org
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